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EASTFORD CELEBRATES READ ACROSS AMERICA (Photos this page, p6,7, p2 & School News p.4) 
EASTFORD HISTORICAL QUARTERLY: EASTFORD MILL DAMS (centerfold) 
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DLM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

    
   Int/Ext. Trim    Window Replacement 
   Custom Built-Ins   Computer Stations 
   Kitchen Remodeling    Painting Int/Ext 
   Ceramic Tile     Power Washing 

Dan Merlo 
974-1824 

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available 

 

          Midway Restaurant  
  Open Sun-Thurs 11am to 8pm; 
         Fri-Sat 11am-9pm 
   174 Ashford Center Rd (Rt.44)               
            Ashford 06278 
    We specialize In American & Italian Dishes,  
         Pizza, Fresh Seafood, Roast Beef 
              Phone: 860-429-1932  
                     Fri & Sat Prime Rib 
          Takeout. Curbside call ahead. 
                       Order online:  
            https://eatatmidway.com/ 
                Specials: Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/ MidwayRestaurantAndPizza/ 
 

READ ACROSS AMERICA Cover photos. Top: Arvind Shaw, CEO 

Generations Family Health Centers reads "My Eye" (watch at:https://
www.facebook.com/121724187991387/posts/2155675944596191/?
vh=e ; Eastford Librarians Martha Burgess & Beth Platt show Dr. Seuss 
books you can check out. Center: EES celebrated Feb. 28-March 3 as 
Literacy Spirit Week. Each day featured a themed dress-up day where  
students and teachers wore fun outfits. Center: (l-r) Elena DeGostin in lau-
rels; Preschool teachers Mrs. Hackner, Mrs. Kopplin and Mrs. Minor cele-
brate “Reading Takes You Places” day by wearing mismatched outfits with 
tutus; Logan Williams read to Grade 2; Bottom: Chloe Minor with Mrs. 
Lincoln; Ayden Sirois read to Kindergarten Class. See p6 for Jack Larkin 
reading to Grade 1 Class, and (right) Mrs. Bibeault & Mrs. Hull in costume; 
& p7 for Robert Ellsworth reading to Grade 2, & p4 School News. 
************************************************************* 
Recreation Commission Report by Paige Burgess, Chair 
Happy March Everyone! We are continuing to plan upcoming events over 
the next few months. As we approach the warmer months this year, we are 
going to bring back many activities. Please keep a look out for the posting 
of events on town site and local papers as we approach. There will be 
Events posted online as the events get closer.  Any question or concerns can 
be emailed to:recofeastfordct@gmail.com Please continue to stay save by 

following COVID guidelines. 

 
 

Scout Troop 92 Report. Scouts tested their outdoor skills at way stations 
at the Pachaug State Forest. Troop 92 placed 3rd at their best event. The 
trail was muddy and icy at this Klondike. Cub Scout Pack 92 went ice 
fishing on Halls Pond & learned fishing knots, how to safely cut fishing 
line and cooked lunch over a fire on the ice.  
Troop 92 BSA, Ashford/Eastford/Pomfret. Nord Yakovleff Ast Sct Mstr; 
Cory Blanchette Scout Master; Chris Murphy Ast Sct Mstr; Kurt van 
Heiningen Cub Master; Doug Nemeth Committee Chair 

https://www.facebook.com/121724187991387/posts/2155675944596191/?vh=e
https://www.facebook.com/121724187991387/posts/2155675944596191/?vh=e
https://www.facebook.com/121724187991387/posts/2155675944596191/?vh=e
about:blank
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Richards Recap -Deb Richards – First Selectman/EMD 
Grand List figures for Eastford, CT 2021  
Realty - $136,142,275. Personal Property - $9,0809.084. Motor Vehicles - $19, 990, 785. Increase 
in assessed value – 3.43%. Three highest tax payers: Real Estate: Store Master Funding XXI LLC, 
Chaplin Road LLC, DG York LLC; Personal Property: Whitcraft LLC, Connecticut Light and 
Power, General Electric Co. Motor Vehicle: ACAR Leasing LTD, Lindon Tree Service, Inc., 
Hyundai Lease Titling Trust. Combined top 3 taxpayers: Whitcraft LLC, Connecticut Light and 
Power, Store Master Funding XXI LLC. Complete report on the town website, 
www.towonofeastford.org/townofeastford. 
Thank you Terry Cote for offering to chair the Memorial Day Committee. If you would like more 
information on the Memorial Day event, or how you may help, please email 
selectmen@townofeastford.com 
Thank you David, DJ and Khris Jakubowski for coordinating a donation of office furniture for the 
TOB! Many offices now have new file cabinets, chairs and we even have matching chairs for the 
conference room table.  
The Prescription Discount Card Program was updated for the Town of Eastford. Brochures and 
savings cards are available at the Town Office building, Post Office, and library. To find out more 
go to www.ctrxdiscountcard.com or call 1-877-776-2285. 
Our food pantry is looking for volunteers! Karen and Steve Broderick are retiring in June and if we 
want to keep helping our residents, we are going to need volunteers! If interested, please contact us 
at selectmen@townofeastford.org or call the town office building at 860-974-0133 x 3. 
******************************************************************************* 
DID YOU KNOW? Eastford Historical Society 

Did you know that the idea of an Eastford Historical Society newsletter was first suggested by So-
ciety President Franklyn Buell at the group’s September 1978 meeting? Alex Fabian researched the 
costs of printing and mailing and gave his report at the next meeting in December. The members 
thought the costs could be covered by the sale of advertisements. But they needed someone with 
journalistic experience to move forward with the newsletter. Someone suggested Dagmar Noll and 
she agreed to take on the challenge. Kate King, Rachael Brand, Helen Piecyk, and Ed Trepal im-
mediatelyoffered to help. Ed found all the advertisers and for a few years he and his wife, Ruth, 
created all the ads by hand. Cover articles were written by EHS members or other townspeople. 
Helen collected vital statistics (births, deaths, weddings), Kate solicited articles about local busi-
nesses, Rachael produced the event calendar, and Dagmar typed the copy for the printer. Many of 
the early issues included the pen and ink drawings of John Budd. The plan was to offer a mix of 
historical information along with coverage of town news and events. With that in mind, Volume 1, 
Number 1 of the Eastford Historical Society Quarterly was mailed to Eastford residents for the first 
time in March, 1979. “Did You Know” that publishing the “Quarterly” is the Historical Society’s 
greatest annual expense? This month’s edition marks the 43rd anniversary of its publication. Please 
consider donating to the Historical Society so we may continue to bring Eastford history to our 
community. The EHS was established in 1966. Thank you. Mail to: E.H.S., P.O. Box 350, 
Eastford, CT 06242. 
******************************************************************************* 
Tips for Today by Liz Ellsworth Happy March! 
March’s full moon will appear in the night sky on Friday, March 18, 2022. It is known as the Full 
Worm Moon since earthworms begin to show in the warming soil as Spring returns to the Northern 
Hemisphere. Different Native American tribes refer to the March full moon as the Crow Moon or 
the Goose Moon. March is known for its gusty winds and maple sugaring, and so this month’s full 
moon is also called the Wind Strong Moon and the Sugar Moon. Read more about moon names 
from the Farmer’s Almanac: www.almanac.com/content/full-moon-march#  
Suggested local night-sky viewing sites can be found on The Last Green Valley’s website: https://

thelastgreenvalley.org/explore-the-last-green-valley/explore-guide/ 

http://www.towonofeastford.org/townofeastford
mailto:selectmen@townofeastford.com
http://www.ctrxdiscountcard.com
mailto:selectmen@townofeastford.org
http://www.almanac.com/content/full-moon-march#
https://thelastgreenvalley.org/explore-the-last-green-valley/explore-guide/
https://thelastgreenvalley.org/explore-the-last-green-valley/explore-guide/
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THANK YOU COMMUNICATOR DONORS!  
Juli M. Shamback in memory of Lewis C. “Chuck” Shamback 
Carol Davidge in memory of J. Garry Clifford 
Please send donations to: 
Eastford Communicator, P.O. Box 253, Eastford, CT 06242 

  

News and Notes from the Superintendent’s Office by Donna P. Leake, PhD 

As you are aware, on February 28, 2022, the State mandate for mask wearing in public school settings came to an end. At this point in time 
the Department of Public Heath (DPH), the State Department of Education (SDE) and the Office of Early Childhood (OEC) have not chosen 
to exercise their authority to extend this mandate. Since the onset of the pandemic, Eastford Elementary School has acted in accordance with 
the guidance from these State level organizations and we will continue to do so. Therefore, beginning on March 1 and until further notice, 
EES students, faculty, and staff were no longer required to wear a mask while in our school buildings or on our school grounds. Although 
there are still high percentages of COVID-19 cases in our area, the trend in the number of cases in our area continues to decrease. Absence 
due to COVID-19 at EES has also decreased. Mask wearing on buses is a Federal mandate and will remain in effect until that mandate is 
removed. 
    At the Town meeting on February 22, the Town voted to appropriate $510,102 from the Town’s Municipal Reserve Fund for a roof re-
placement project at EES that includes 1.) roof replacement of the 1963 and 1991 portions of the roof, 2) attic insulation, and 3.) the installa-
tion of photovoltaic panels. A special “shout out” to the Town Roof Committee members: Rob Ellsworth, (Chair), Paul Torcellini, Steve 
Bowen, Jim Trowbridge and Deb Richards, First Selectman, for all their efforts in support of this project. The next steps in the process  
include: 1.) applying for a State Construction Grant, and 2.) developing and posting the Requests for Proposals for contracted work. If  
approved for a State Construction Grant, the Town will receive approximately 58% reimbursement for all eligible project expenses. 
    Deadline approaching: Applications for scholarships made available through the Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut for the 
2022-2023 academic year are due no later than 5PM on Tuesday, March 15. Based on individual scholarship criteria, these scholarships are 
open to graduating high school seniors and/or to current or returning college students of any age. Some scholarships are targeted only for 
students who are Eastford residents.  There are, however, also regional scholarships to which Eastford students may apply. Additional  
information and the application process for these scholarships are located at this link:  https://cfect.org/scholarships/about-our-scholarships. 
    At the February Board Education meeting, the BOE: Approved the Long-Term Capital Plan recommended by the BOE Facilities Commit-
tee. This plan was shared with the members of the LOCIP Committee at its meeting on February 12; Approved the 2022-23 BOE budget of 
$4,212,627, which represents a .28% increase over the current fiscal year. This budget was sent to the Town on February 17. The BOE also 
reviewed a five-year expenditure plan that was also submitted to the Town; Referred the Non-resident Tuition Policy, 5118, to the Policy 
Committee for review; Approved the appointment of Michael Bilica to the Board of Education to fill the current vacancy. A “shout out” to 
Michael for his commitment to serve the students, staff, and families of the Eastford School District.  
    Longer days and robin sightings are welcome signs of the coming of spring. As always, never hesitate to contact me at 
dleake@eastfordct.org. 
*****************************************************************************************************************************  
From the Principal, by Carole McCombe  

Students and staff at Eastford Elementary School recently celebrated Read Across America Day with a weeklong focus on reading and 
reading related activities during the first week of March. Some students and staff participated in reading themed dress up days and some 
classrooms decorated their classroom doors to highlight their love of reading and their favorite books, stories or characters.  Thanks to  
everyone who participated and helped to reinforce the importance of and passion for reading at all ages and stages of life.  Registration is 
now open for our School Readiness preschool program (children who will be 3 or 4 years old in the fall) and our Kindergarten program 
(children who will be turning 5 years old before December 31, 2022).  The School Readiness Program is grant funded through the Office of 
Early Childhood and the State of Connecticut and comes with specific requirements for enrollment.  Registration for the School Readiness 
program is not a guarantee that your child will be enrolled.  Enrollment is based on the number of openings and on family income.  We will 
notify families in early June to let them know whether or not their child is eligible to attend this program. Children currently attending the 
School Readiness program do not have to register again for Kindergarten.  Other children who plan to attend Kindergarten must register.  
Registration materials can be found on our school website, www.eastfordct.org.  Hover over the tab that says, ‘For Parents,’ then click on 
Forms including Registration on the drop down menu.  From the left menu select Preschool Registration for the Readiness Program, or 

School Registration for Kindergarten Registration.  Registration forms can 
also be picked up in the school office during regular business hours.  Also 
included in March is an open invitation for qualified NAEYC accredited 
center-based programs or programs seeking NAEYC accreditation located 
in the Town of Eastford to apply for funding to add additional spaces to 
their preschool program. Please don’t hesitate to call the office at 860-974-
1130 if you have any questions regarding registration.   

 

mailto:dleake@eastfordct.org
http://www.eastfordct.org
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FOOD PANTRY by Steve & Karen Broderick   
The Food Pantry would like to thank the many residents of Eastford who have helped replenish supplies to our pantry.  Demand for our ser-
vices remains high and thanks to our residents, we have been able to meet that demand. Very special thanks go out to Bowen’s Garage and 
their customers. Over  300 non-perishable items were collected in addition to a substantial cash donation during their recent food 
drive. This food drive along with the EIFC’s drive, couldn’t have come at a better time for us. Heartfelt thanks yet again to David & Chris-
tine Hustus and Roger & Judith Boisvert for their continued monthly donations. Thanks also to Susan Clements, Brian & Nancy Gingras, 
Joseph & Lisa DeJesse, and Rick and Linda Torgeson for their generous donations. And a shout out to Lynn Nelson who continues to bring 
weekly donations and supply birthday boxes to the children of our food pantry clients. Donations of food can be brought to the TOB during 
normal business hours, or arrangements can be made by calling 974-1618.  Checks can be made out to the Town of Eastford and mailed to 
the Selectmen’s Office, 16 Westford Road, Eastford 06242. Just write Food Pantry on the memo line. Any Eastford resident in need who 
would like to avail themselves of the food pantry can place a confidential call anytime to Steve or Karen at (860) 974-1618, or contact the 
First Selectman’s Office 860-974-0133x3.  
****************************************************************************************************************  
ED note: Apologies to Marsha & Steve Sokoloski for misspelling their name in the February Communicator. 
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ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS 
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning, Per-

sonal Injury, Probate, Elder  
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning  

(& more!) 
www.attorneypalulis.com 

michele@attorneypalulis.com 
158 Main St.., Suite #2 

Putnam, CT 06260 
(860) 928-9928 

860-315-9656 

 

 

Read Across America at EES with (left) Jack Larkin reading to the First Grade 
Class, and (right) Mrs. Bibeault & Mrs. Hull in costume  

 



7 

 Dear Readers: 
We hope you contribute to The Eastford Communicator. Ads 
do not cover printing & postage costs. The Communicator is 
Eastford’s main source of news about events, town govern-
ment,  and local organizations. We need donors to support 
this effort if we are to continue. If you can, please send a 
donation. Thank you! 
 
Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________ 

 
City/State/Zip______________________Amount:_______ 
 
Please make checks payable to:  
Eastford Communicator. PO Box 253, Eastford, Ct 06242 
THANK YOU!  The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator 
ATTENTION: All articles & news for The Communicator must be  
submitted to E-mail: ckdavidge@gmail.com 
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submitter’s name, 
address & telephone, for verification. All items submitted are subject to edit-
ing.  Article contents are those of the submitters, who are responsible for 
content. The Communicator does not print letters to editor  or items it regards 
as offensive or slanderous.  
Advertisements are paid by the advertiser, who is responsible for the  
advertisement’s content. The Communicator reserves the right to reject any 
submissions.   Thank you for your support. Carol Davidge, Editor 

          EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY 
             ASSOCIATION, INC.  
                               Notice 
 

                 Spring Clean-up: The Trustees will conduct a general clean-up 
of the cemetery grounds after March 15th, on a date to be determined. 
Seasonal flowers, wreathes, logs and other objects will be removed at the 
time of the clean-up. If you wish to recycle your own decorations, you 
should do so at your earliest convenience, but prior to the 15th of March.  

Landscaping/Mowing Season: After March 15th, live flowers may be 
planted or placed in plastic pots within 12” of the base of the 
monument; artificial flowers, ornaments, and other objects are 
not allowed and will be removed because the objects are a risk to 
the groundskeepers and their machines. 

Board of Corporators Annual Meeting: Tuesday, April 5, 2022 at 
7:00 p.m. at the T.O.B. 

For more information, contact a member of the Board of Trustees:  
Alex Kowalchuk, Scott Huri, Lauren Anderson, Herman Barlow, 
David Barlow, Carolyn Hazard, Linda Torgeson, Rick Torgeson 

Kindly consider assisting the Eastford Grove Cemetery Association 
in its pursuit of efficient perpetual care of the Grove Cemetery. We 
are a non-profit group that does not receive funding from the Town 
of Eastford. A tax deductible donation from you will help us meet 
present and future beautification and maintenance requirements. 
Contribution in any amount will allow us to continue to meet the 
goal of providing a well-maintained, respectable final resting place 
for your loved ones.     Additionally, you could leave a gift to the 
Eastford Grove Cemetery Association in your will or living trust, 
known as a bequest.  This allows you to offer future support with-
out giving up assets today.  Or, you may also wish to consider  
making "The Grove Cemetery Association" the recipient of a me-
morial donation (“in lieu of flowers”). We appreciate your consider-
ation of our appeal and welcome any questions or concerns regarding 
the cemetery operation. Questions? Call (860) 974-1349. You may 
also visit our website: 
 https://sites.google.com/site/eastfordgrovecemetery/ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - 
Donations are appreciated and are tax deductible: 
Yes, I would like to help with the beautification of the cemetery. 
Enclosed is my gift of $       
 
Name                                           

Address        
City      State    Zip    
 
Gift in memory of      
Send to:  Eastford Grove Cemetery Assoc., Inc.   
P.O. Box 284, Eastford, CT  06242 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
Kindness Report: Artist Joan Muller donated a 17x26" 
lithograph of her painting "Working on Wings To Fly" 
with thanks to Rachael Budd (Woodstock Academy Art 
Teacher), her sister Julie, who works with the aid organi-
zation Josiah Venture Missionary Group, which will 
receive 100% of the proceeds, and Silver Circle Gallery 
for an art fundraiser.  

Above: Eastford Baptist held its annual Chili Cook-Off on March 6 . Prizes were 
awarded to (l-r): Sarah Minor for Most Creative Chili, Jim Howard for Spiciest 
Chili, & Matt Howard for Overall Best Chili. Below: Robert Ellsworth reads to 
the Second Grade Class for Read Across America at EES. 

about:blank
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EASTFORD INDEPENDENT FIRE CO., NO. 1, by Captain Nate Fabian 

The Eastford Independent Fire Company is looking to sell our 1982 F700 hose tender. HT171 was purchased by the 
company brand new in 1982 and featured nationwide in firefighter magazines as a unique and one-of-a-kind piece of 
apparatus. This truck is a gasoline powered 429 with a 5 speed manual transmission and 4 wheel drive.  Included in the 
sale is a 1000gpm PTO driven pump and hard suction “squirrel tail” hose. The truck has a hydraulic hose reel which at 
one time held a few thousand feet of 5” LDH. This truck has been meticulously maintained for the past 40 years with 
less than 9000 miles. HT 171 has  served the department and community greatly over the years but new technology and 

apparatus has 
caused this 
truck to be 
 seldomly used.  
 
Any questions 
or inquiries 
about this truck 
can be directed 
to Captain Nate 
Fabian @ 508 
365 7543.  
 
We are asking 
$15,000.  

Above Left: Hannah Wins! Hannah Ellsworth Brownlee, 3rd place winner in the 9 and under category, ran the O’Putnam on 
Mar. 13 with parents, Liz Ellsworth (left, Tips for Today columnist, p3) & Andy Brownlee (not shown are grandparents Mike 
& Mary Ellen Ellsworth. Right: Adam Minor and son Aaron, display their paintings at Eastford Baptist Church's painting 
class on Feb. 19. Eastford Baptist Church Pastor Timothy Howard Jr. led the class of 30 people of all ages in acrylics  
painting. Future painting classes are planned. Info: www.eastfordbaptist.com & on EBC's Facebook and Instagram channels.  

http://www.eastfordbaptist.com/

